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"This house ... was occupied once. In my mind it still is, but by shadowy occupants like ghosts."

Like Williams' first big success The Glass Menagerie, Vieux Carré is a "memory play," narrated by the author himself in minimal disguise. In it Williams revisits the rooming house that was his first home in New Orleans during the Great Depression, and remembers his artistic and sexual awakening there. Other inhabitants of the house swirl up out of the writer's mind as archetypal Williams characters, longing for release, haunted by thwarted dreams, crippled by intense sensitivity.

In its production of VIEUX CARRÉ, The Wooster Group is experimenting with new modes of expression for Williams' now familiar lyric voice. The Group borrows from the early screen style defined for Williams by Actor’s Studio director Elia Kazan; the films of Paul Morrissey, produced in collaboration with Andy Warhol in the early 1970s; and the more recent videos of artist Ryan Trecartin.

VIEUX CARRÉ is directed by Elizabeth LeCompte. The company includes Wooster Group members Ari Fliakos, Scott Shepherd and Kate Valk (performers), and Alan Kleinman (performer on video), Ellen Mills (performer), Daniel Pettrow (performer), Kaneza Schaal (performer), Jennifer Tipton (lighting), Matt Schloss (sound), Omar Zubair (sound), Andrew Schneider (video/performer), Bozkurt Karasu (production), Teresa Hartmann (stage manager), Aron Deyo (technical director), Kent Barrett (master electrician), and Daniel Jackson (technical assistant/performer). 


THE WOOSTER GROUP

The Wooster Group is an ensemble of experimental theater artists now in its 35th year. Founded in the mid-seventies, the Group was part of the radical post-modern experiments of the time, situated among the worlds of dance, visual, media, and theatrical arts. In the Group’s pioneering productions, texts and technology are interwoven to tell stories in new ways. Director Elizabeth LeCompte in collaboration with the company’s performers and technical artists has made more than 30 works for theater, film, and video, including RUMSTICK ROAD (1977), L.S.D. (…JUST THE HIGH POINTS…) (1984), BRACE UP! (1991), HOUSE/LIGHTS (1999), TO YOU, THE BIRDIE! (Phèdre) (2002), WHO’S YOUR DADA?! (2006), HAMLET (2007), THERE IS STILL TIME..BROTHER (2007), and the opera LA DIDONE (2008). The Group has toured in the U.S. and to Europe, Russia, Canada, South America, the Middle East, Asia, and Australia. The Performing Garage at 33 Wooster Street in New York City is the company's permanent home. It owns and operates the Garage as a shareholder in the Grand Street Artists Co-op, established as part of the Fluxus art movement in the 1960s. The Group also performs in New York at St. Ann’s Warehouse in DUMBO, Brooklyn and as the resident theater company at the Baryshnikov Arts Center in Manhattan.
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